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In doing so, our work is 
driving sustainable access 
to safe drinking water by 
engaging governments, 
donors, and individual 
consumers to understand 
the problem and become an 
active part of the solution. 

LifeStraw is committed 
to redefining the safe  
drinking water space 
through technology 
innovation, product 
quality, design and 
programs that have 
measurable impact. 



consumer sale of any LifeStraw product is used 
to provide one child in a developing community 
with safe drinking water for an entire school year 
through the LifeStraw Follow the Liters program. 
This enables us to provide high quality products for 
the outdoor market and continue to have an impact 
globally.

All of our products, whether being used in the 
most rural areas of a developing country or in 
backcountry hiking, are made of durable material, 
are easy to use, and require no electricity or 
batteries. All have been tested in the laboratory 
where they have exceeded US EPA requirements.

The award-winning LifeStraw technology was 
introduced in 2005 as a personal “straw-like” filter. It 
was designed for people in developing countries and 
for emergency relief situations. 

Additional LifeStraw water filters and purifiers 
have since been designed for use by individuals, 
families and communities in some of the harshest 
environments.

The LifeStraw portfolio includes products for outdoor 
enthusiasts and adventure travelers around the 
world. Because Vestergaard is focused on improving 
the health and quality of life in less developed 
countries, a portion of the proceeds from each 

Our Story



Overview of our products

Use

Ideal for

Removes bacteria 
and protozoa

Reduces chemicals

Removes virus

Filter capacity

Filter micron size

Weight

Flow rate

Individual

Outroor sports, active 
lifestyle and travel

Yes

Yes

No

1,000 L

0,2

221 gr

1.7 L/min

Individual

Trail running

Yes

No

No

1,000 L

0,2

59 gr

1.7 L/min

Individual

Travel, 
Backpacking

Yes

Yes

No

1,000 L

0,2

120 gr

1.2 L/min

Group

Base camp, 
group excursion

Yes

No

Yes

18,000 L

0,02

368 gr

12 L/h

Community

Emergency 
Preparedness

Yes

No

Yes

100,000 L

0,02

8000 gr

12 L/h

LifeStraw Go
2-stage filtration

LifeStraw LifeStraw Steel LifeStraw 
Mission

LifeStraw 
Community



Original, ultra-light 
backpack and travel-friendly 

“straw” water filter

LifeStraw



Filters 1,000 liters ( 
264 gallons)

TECHNOLOGY:

Ultralight: weighs 
only 2 oz 
(57 grams)

Dimensions: 8.75” 
long x 1” wide

Removes 99.99 % 
of protozoa (Giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, 
etc.)

Removes 
99.9999 % of 
bacteria 
(E. coli, etc.) 

 Meets US EPA
 drinking water
standards

 Advanced hollow fibre membrane
microfiltration with 0.2 micron pore size



LifeStraw filter technology evolved 
with 2-stage filtration and a sleek, 

durable steel body

LifeStraw Steel



TECHNOLOGY:

2-stage filtration incorporates activated carbon capsule to the 
hollow fiber membrane technology

REPLACEABLE COMPONENTS: 
Activated carbon capsule (filters 100 liters)

Filters 1,000 
liters / 264 
gallons

Removes 99.99 % of 
protozoa (Giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, etc.)

Removes 99.9999 % of 
bacteria 
(E. coli, etc.)

Reduces chlorine,
bad taste and odor

 Meets US EPA
 drinking water
standards



LifeStraw Go
2-stage  filtration

Water bottle with integrated filter. Re-
moves bacteria and protozoa. It incor-
porates a carbon capsule that reduces 

chlorine, bad taste and odor.



Weight: 5.9 ounces  (168 gr)
Size: 9.25” x 3.14” (235x80 mm)
Volume: 22 ounces (650 ml)

TECHNOLOGY:

2-stage filtration incorporates activated carbon capsule to the 
hollow fiber membrane technology

REPLACEABLE COMPONENTS: 
Activated carbon capsule (filters 100 liters)
Filter cartdrige (filters 1,000 liters)

Filters 1,000 liters / 
264 gallons

Removes 99.99 % of 
protozoa (Giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, etc.)

Removes 99.9999 % 
of bacteria 
(E. coli, etc.)

Reduces chlorine,
bad taste and odor

BPA free Meets US EPA drinking
water standards



LifeStraw 
Mission

Light weight, compact, high-volume 
water purifier for campsites, group hikes 

and backcountry expeditions



TECHNOLOGY:

 Advanced hollow fibre membrane ultrafiltration with 0.02 micron
pore size also removes viruses

Filter independently tested 
by WHO (as LifeStraw Family 1.0) 
Meets highest performance 
category (3 stars)

Filters 18,000 
liters (4,755 gallons)

Compact roll bag reservoir available  
in 5 liter (1.3 gallon) and 12 liter (3.1 
gallon) sizes

 Meets US EPA drinking
water standards

Removes 99.99 % 
of protozoa (Giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, 
etc.)

Removes 99.999 % 
of viruses (Rotavirus, 
Hepatitis A, etc.)

Removes 
99.9999 % 
of bacteria 
(E. coli, etc.)



LifeStraw 
Community

A high volume water 
purifier for community settings and 

emergency preparedness



TECHNOLOGY:

 Advanced hollow fibre membrane ultrafiltration with 0.02 micron
pore size also removes viruses

Independently tested by WHO
Meets highest performance category 
(3 stars)

Removes 99.99 % 
of protozoa (Giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, 
etc.)

Removes 99.999 % 
of viruses (Rotavirus, 
Hepatitis A, etc.)

Removes 
99.9999 % 
of bacteria 
(E. coli, etc.)

Filters 70,000 - 
100,000 liters 
(26,417 gallons)

Filtration rate 12L/hour. 
Serves about 75-100 
people per day

 Meets US EPA drinking
water standards



YOU BUY
LIFESTRAW 
PRODUCTS

LIFESTRAW DELIVERS
SAFE WATER TO 

SCHOOLS

WE TRACK OUR
PROGRESS 
TOGETHER

www.followtheliters.com



Follow the Liters
For each LifeStraw purchased through retail, one school child in a developing 

community receives safe drinking water for an entire school year

To ensure that the water filters are operating  effectively, LifeStraw has a permanent teams on the 
ground in Kenya and India. The team is in charge of carrying out follow-up visits at each school that 

received LifeStraw Community water purifiers.

600,000 1,000 6,800 4,000



Frequently asked 
questions

How does LifeStraw work?

LifeStraw filters (LifeStraw, LifeStraw Go and LifeStraw 
Steel) use hollow fiber membrane micro filtration with a 0.2 
micron pore size. LifeStraw purifiers (LifeStraw Community 
and LifeStraw Mission) use hollow fiber membrane ultra 
filtration with a 0.02 micron pore size. This means that 
dirty water goes into the LifeStraw, microorganisms are 
physically removed and safe drinking water comes out. 
Imagine really small tubes with even smaller pores that 
trap contaminants, but allow water to flow through. 
LifeStraw products do not use chemicals, do not require 
pumping and do not require any energy input (like 
batteries).

What do LifeStraw filters and purifiers 
remove?

LifeStraw filters (LifeStraw, LifeStraw Go and 
LifeStraw Steel) remove 99.9999% of bacteria and 
99.9% of protozoa. LifeStraw purifiers (LifeStraw 
Community and LifeStraw Mission) remove 99.9999% 
of bacteria, 99.999% of virus and 99.99% of protozoa. 
LifeStraw Steel and LifeStraw Go are a 2-stage filter 
that include an activated carbon filter with the 
hollow fiber micro filter. In addition to bacteria 
and protozoa they also remove some chemicals 
(including chlorine) and some types of fertilizers and 
pesticides. This carbon capsule needs to be changed 
every 3 months.



What do LifeStraw filters and purifiers not 
remove?

LifeStraw filters (LifeStraw, LifeStraw Go) and 
purifiers (LifeStraw Community and LifeStraw 
Mission) do not remove contaminants that are 
dissolved in water including chemicals (like arsenic) 
or salt from salt water. They should not be used in 
areas where there is known chemical contamination 
and should not be used in ocean water. 

Are LifeStraw filters and purifiers sensitive to 
temperature?

We do not recommend LifeStraw products to be 
stored in areas that are consistently above 110 
degrees Fahrenheit / 43 degrees Celsius.  Freezing 
the LifeStraw can damage the filter. If your LifeStraw 
product has been used and the filter has water in it, 
freezing temperatures can make the water expand 
and damage the filter. If your LifeStraw has frozen 
after use, you should not use it. 



Where is the LifeStraw manufactured?

LifeStraw products are designed in Switzerland by parent 
company Vestergaard and our technology partner is in 
South Korea. 

Does the LifeStraw have a shelf life?

LifeStraw products use hollow-fiber membrane filters to 
remove contaminants from the water source. No chemicals 
or moving parts are involved within the filtering process, 
meaning nothing will expire. If stored in a cool dark place 
and allowed to dry out between uses, the LifeStraw will 
last until it reaches capacity.

How do I know when the LifeStraw is at the end of 
its life?

The flow rate of your LifeStraw will decrease, and then stop 
pulling water through once it reaches the end of its life. You 
can increase the lifespan by cleaning the LifeStraw after 
each use. It is important to change your carbon capsule 
every 3 months after first use to ensure that the carbon 
stage of filtration is working well.





Become a Lifestraw Dealer





www.lifestraw.com


